THE   DAVENPORT   BROTHERS

same way, and the three children floated high up in
the room.    Hundreds of respectable citizens of Buffalo
are reported to have seen these occurrences.    Once
when the family was at breakfast the knives, forks,
and dishes danced about and the table was raised in
the air.    At a sitting soon after this a lead pencil was
seen to write in broad daylight, with no human con-
tact.    Stances were now held regularly, lights began
to appear, and musical instruments floated and played
above the heads of the company.   The Direct Voice
and other extraordinary manifestations too numerous
to mention followed.    Yielding to requests from the
communicating   intelligences,   the   brothers   started
journeying   to   various   places   and   holding   public
seances.    Among strangers, tests were insisted upon.
At first the boys were held by persons selected from
those  present,  but this being found  unsatisfactory
because it was thought that those holding them were
confederates, the plan of tying them with ropes was
adopted.    To read the list of ingenious tests succes-
sively proposed, and put into operation without inter-
fering  with  the   manifestations, shows  how almost
impossible it is to convince resolute sceptics.    As soon
as one test succeeded another was proposed, and so
on.    The professors of Harvard University in 1857
conducted   an  examination  of the  boys  and  their
phenomena.    Their biographer writes : *

The professors exercised their ingenuity in proposing
tests.     Would   they submit  to  be   handcuffed ?     Yes.

* "'A Biography of the Brothers Davenport."    By T. L. Nichols, M.D.,
pp. 87-88.
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